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IN THE MATTER OF COUNCILLOR NICK JOHNS,  
A MEMBER OF KNIGHTON TOWN COUNCIL 

 
 

STANDARDS COMMUNITY SUB-COMMITTEE HEARING 
 
 

POWYS COUNTY COUNCIL’S STANDARDS COMMUNITY SUB-COMMITTEE  
27 MAY 2021 

 
1. Having considered a Report of the Monitoring Officer, together with its enclosures 

including hearing submissions from the Ombudsman and Councillor Johns not being in 
attendance in respect of the findings of the investigation and any allegation that 
Councillor Johns had failed or may have failed to comply with the Code of Conduct 
contained in the report of the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales (PSOW) 
undertaken under Section 69 of the Local Government Act 2000, the Committee made 
a final determination. 
 

2. The Standards Committee carefully considered whether to proceed in Councillor Johns’ 
absence and concluded that he had had notifications of the hearing and they would 
proceed with the hearing, pursuant to Rule 18.4.11.2 of the Constitution.  
 

3. In accordance with Part III of the Local Government Act 2000, Knighton Town Council 
has adopted a Code of Conduct for Members, which is contained within the Town 
Councils Constitution. Councillor Johns has signed an undertaking to abide by this 
Code of Conduct. Section 18 of the Powys County Council’s Constitution sets out the 
procedure for dealing with allegations made against Councillors and referred (by the 
PSOW) to the Standards Committee.  
 

4. The purpose of the Ombudsman investigation is to decide whether there has been a 
possible breach of the Code of Conduct and if so to refer back to the Standards 
Committee for determination and if deemed necessary, to impose a sanction.   

 
5. The Ombudsman’s investigation report dated 27 January 2021 was considered at the 

first meeting of the Standards Community Sub-Committee on 26 February 2021 and in 
accordance with Section 18.4.5.1 of the Constitution, they determined that; the Member 
should be given the opportunity to make representations either orally or in writing in 
respect of the findings of the investigation and any allegation that he or she has failed, 
or may have failed, to comply with the Code of Conduct. (Section 18.4.6.4(b)). 
Accordingly, a Hearing was arranged on 27 May 2021.  

 
6. At the Standards Community Sub-Committee Hearing on 27 May 2021, the Standards 

Community Sub-Committee heard representations from the Ombudsman’s 
Investigating Officer and witnesses (called by the Ombudsman).  The Standards 
Community Sub-Committee concluded that the Member had breached the Town 
Council’s Code of Conduct for Members, namely paragraphs    

• 4(b) – to show respect and consideration for others; 
• 4(c) – not to use bullying behaviour or harass any person; 
• 6(1)(a) - not to conduct himself in a manner which could reasonably be regarded 
as bringing his office or authority into disrepute. 
 

7. In respect of disputed facts (as outlined in the Ombudsman’s Investigation Report) the 
Committee concluded the following: 
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The Sub-Committee accepted the witness evidence and unanimously decided that 
Councillor Johns had used further rude and abusive language over and above his 
admission. 
 
The Sub-Committee accepted the witness evidence and unanimously decided that 
Councillor Johns had shown aggressive, bullying and/or harassing behaviour 
towards a witness and others. 

 
8. Accordingly, the Committee found that due to the nature and seriousness of Councillor 

John’s behaviour that his conduct had breached the Code of Conduct and brought his 
office and Authority into disrepute. The Committee imposed a full suspension upon 
Councillor Nick Johns as a member of Knighton Town Council for six months. 
 

9. During Councillor Johns’ six month suspension he will not be able to take part in any 
form of business of Knighton Town Council. The Member will not have access to the 
Council’s facilities, including emails, buildings and contact with officers, in his role as a 
member.   
 

10. Councillor Johns had a right to appeal to the Adjudication Panel for Wales against the 
determination of the Standards Community Sub-Committee.  The appeal must be 
instigated by giving notice seeking permission to Appeal in writing within 21 days of 
receipt of the letter from the Standards Community Sub-Committee i.e. by 20 June 
2021. No appeal has been made and therefore the period of Councillor John’s 
suspension commenced on 21 June 2021. 
 

 
Stephan Hays 
Chair of the Standards Community Sub-Committee 
 
Dated 9 July 2021 


